An 87-year-old man with heart failure caused by severe anemia was referred to our hospital. Gastroenteroscopy 
Introduction
There are many underlying diseases which are known to cause heart failure, such as ischemic heart disease, valvular disease, anemia, and thyrotoxicosis. In general, we do not think of parasite infection as a cause of heart failure. Hook (Fig. 1) . The surface of intestinal mucous membrane was red and edematous. Examination of the stool by a formalin-ethyl acetate concentra-F i g u r e 1 . Ho o k wo r ms we r e s e e n i n t h e p a t i e n t ' 
Discussion

Hookworm remains a common cause of iron-deficiency anemia in developing countries (1). The major hookwormrelated injury in humans occurs when the adult parasites cause intestinal blood loss. Iron-deficiency anemia occurs when blood loss exceeds the intake and reserves of host iron (2). Fifteen cases of heart failure associated with hookworm infection were reported in Uganda in 1959 (3). However, heart failure caused by hookworm has not been reported in advanced countries. In 1999, one case was reported in Japan in which a patient's hemoglobin decreased to 4.6 g/dl by hookworm infection (4). However, this patient did not have heart failure. Generally, proper sanitation and footwear are important for control of hookworm, since the parasite usually is transmitted through contact with contaminated soil (5). The highest rates of hookworm infection occur in the world's coastal regions, typically in poverty-stricken areas (1). Importantly, however, two species of hookworm exist:
Necator americanus and Ancylostoma duodenale. Ancylostoma duodenale infects humans both by the oral route and through the skin (5 
